
 
Greetings to all! 
This is our first newsletter.  
We have recently incorporated. Before that, we were one 
church mission team and members of other churches who 
sought to work together to reach the physically and 
spiritually needy of the Philippines. God has been so good 
in allowing us to be His hands, His feet, and His voice.    

Trip to Kalinga                       Celia Munson 
Excerpt from Day 2 of our medical trip to Kalinga Province.   
This trip was made possible through financial support of Spring 
Hill Baptist Church in Ruckersville, VA. 
 
“Our first big mission point was Pangol, Kalinga. We 
got underway late from Tabuk. The roads were so bad 
that local vehicles were used, not our SUVs. The team 
members in the first vehicle got to Pangol quickly. 
Unfortunately, they did not have medicine or medical 
doctors. The second vehicle kept getting stuck and 
unstuck so those riding in it had to get out to walk 
four or five times. The third vehicle had its own 
problems.  It lost its brakes coming down the 
mountain. This was the vehicle with the doctors in it. 
The passengers had to walk about 5 km to reach 
Pangol. The medical mission finally got started 
around 11am.    
 
We typically, work in a public school, but Pangol was 
not set up for this. We had to utilize the shed of the 
barangay captain, and a second building for children’s 
evangelism. Everything else was out in the open. The 
village had one bathroom and it had only been built 
last year. A monkey sat down next to the pharmacy 
and liked to steal things in any bag that was not 
carefully watched. However, we did what we 
normally do. We registered all who came. We sent 

them through blood pressure screening, and shared the 
gospel with them. After this, patients were directed to 
medical doctors, dentists, or surgeons. Finally, they 
went to the pharmacy for free medicines and vitamins. 
Despite the late start, it was a good day, with over 300 

treated.  Heading back, the lead 
vehicle became stuck.  After 
finally being unstuck it 
continued on its way to Tabuk, 
until a strut broke loose and 
damaged the vehicle’s radiator. 
Rough roads in Kalinga. The 
car trouble gave us time to 
enjoy the beautiful mountain 
views and smell the coffee 

blossoms. Yes, coffee tree blossoms smell wonderful, 
and Kalinga has lots of coffee trees and produces 
possibly the best coffee in the Philippines.   
 
Additionally, we also were able to do two other major 
medical sites, two smaller medical sites, and an 
orphanage visit. That is a lot of work for one trip. But 
everyone came back praising God for His goodness, 
and looking forward to future mission work.” 
 
Training: Investing in Rural Church Leaders 
What is pastoral training worth?  To some it’s worth little. 
In many large cities, pastoral training is easy with seminars 
and conferences readily available. These range from 
extremely valuable to utterly worthless. But for pastors in 
small churches in the rural areas of the Philippines, all such 
training is unavailable. Their ministries are too far from the 
cities where the training is provided. Their work (often bi-
vocational) gives them no time for training. Most have had 
little to no formal Pastoral training. 
 
Due to a generous gift from a sponsor in California, we 
were able to hold a mini Pastor’s conference at JR Andres’ 
house in Baguio City. Five couples (pastor and wife) were 
brought from various rural areas, including Isabela, 
Benguet, and Tarlac provinces. The conference cost them 
nothing as they received free lodging, food, travel, and 
training. This is good since the couples receive an average 
salary from their churches of about $50 a month.   
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We got great help from volunteer trainers. Three professors 
from Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary took time 
out of their busy schedules to teach. Church leaders from 
Calvary Baptist, Beacon for Christ, Aurora Hill Baptist, 
BABBCA, and UCCP Baguio also provided instruction in 
their areas of expertise.   
 
The training was diverse and included:  
     SYIS (Sharpening Your Interpersonal Skills) 
     Five Love Languages             Community Development  
     Ministerial Leadership            Learning Theory 
     Children’s Evangelism           Children’s Ministry 
     Spiritual Gifts                         Evangelistic Events 
     Worship Leading                    Shared Ministry 
     Financial Management           Substance Abuse  
 
Despite the busy training schedule, time was set aside for 
fun, sharing, and group devotion. The response from this 
conference was tremendous. The couples also provided 
excellent inputs at the end-of-week bonfire on how to make 
the next conference even better.  
 
It was heartwarming to hear about the couple’s dedication 
to God in difficult situations, yet painful as well. Many 
have felt forgotten. Present Christian outreach theory in the 
Philippines says that outreach needs to focus on cities. 
There is no doubt that that urban outreach is vital. 
However, as is all too often found, a good thing is taken to 
an unholy extreme. Rural outreach is forgotten and 
unsupported. One of the biggest benefits to the couples at 
the conference was simply to know that they were not 
forgotten, but were loved and appreciated. 
 
We hope to do more 
of these conferences. 
The pastors and wives 
we taught were an 
inspiration to us as 
well. We hope to do 
more of this work 
soon. 
  
The Future 
More groups have been asking our help. We have had 
groups seeking help with medical evangelistic outreach 
from Isabela, Bicol, Benguet, Pangasinan, La Union, Ilocos 
Sur, Masbate, Mindanao and other places. When one adds 
community development projects, training projects, and 
pastoral support projects, we find the needs far outstrip our 
ability. However, we pray that God with give us strength 
and others will partner with us to go beyond our normal 
ability. Additionally, we need to recognize that we don’t 
simply seek that God would bless what we are doing. We 
seek to do what God is blessing. So we need to learn to 
prioritize so that our time, volunteers, and money are 
effectively utilized for those in need and for God’s 
Kingdom. 

Mission Trip   Date           Treated 
Malokiat, Pozzorrubio  Jan 2005          370 
Nueva Viscaya (2 sites)  Mar  3000 
Palawan    Mar  1000  
Aringgay, La Union  Mar    378 
Baguionas, Benguet  Apr    160 
Ba-Ay, Benguet   Apr    353 
Baguio City   May    375 
Salinas, Nueva Viscaya  May    524 
Dingras, Ilocos Norte  Jul    610 
Rosales, Pangasinan  Jul    649 
Balballosa, La Union  Sep    311 
La Trinidad   Sep    150 
Kabayan, Benguet  Oct    200 
Bacnor Isabela   Nov    300 
Bacara, Ilocos Norte  Dec    471 
Agoo, La Union   Dec    300 
Atok, Benguet   Dec    318 
Kalinga (5 sites)   Jan 2006  1050 

Totals                        10519 
 

List of Medical Outreaches Jan 2005 – Jan 2006 
(Green text: assisted a different mission organization) 

 
Making coffee--the HARD way                Bob Munson 
We have some coffee trees growing in our yard in Baguio 
City. The trees had been sickly, but we had nursed them 
back to health, and soon we were excited to see coffee 

flowers come out. Soon 
green berries appeared 
and, a few months later, 
they turned red. There 
weren’t many, but the 
kids help us pick some. 
We dried them in the 
sun for a couple of 
weeks. Then we had to 

remove three layers covering the coffee beans. This took a 
combination of hot water, hard work, and strong 
fingernails. Next we put them in a pan on our stove and 
roasted them while stirring until the beans turned brown 
and oils started forming on the outside of each bean. 
Afterwards, we put them in a coffee grinder. Finally, we 
put the grounds in our drip coffee maker and we got 
coffee! With all of that work, we got about 4 cups.   
 
The coffee was surprisingly good… but was it worth it? 
You bet!!  The hard work made the coffee taste that much 
better. You can draw whatever spiritual lesson you want. I 
will simply suggest that the next time you have a cup of 
coffee, pray for all of the people who made the cup 
possible. Many of the coffee farmers are desperately poor 
and spiritually needy--- as are the harvesters, sorters, 
cleaners, roasters, transporters, and others that take the 
coffee from trees in the tropical highlands to your cup. 
Pray also to see what you can do to help these people.  


